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ON FREE AGENCY. 

An understanding of this subject must be import- 
ant to all, who would wish to know the Scriptures 
and put aright estimate on their own behaviour.— 
fam confident that this subject has been misunder- 
stood; in consequence of which, the whole plan of 
God’s grace and his dealings with rational creatures 
have been misrepresented. The ultimate objeet of 
our existence is fixed by our Creator; this object 
consists in conformity of temper and disposition to 
our Maker and in the endless enjoyment of him.— 
This obyect of our existence is fixed and determined. 
It is not only fixed, but fixed so unalterably in the 
purpose, will and determination, that it is a point on 
which we may rely with all the confidence that his 
promise and cath can inspire. This conformity to 
the Creator and enjoyment of him was unalterably 
fixed before man existed orthe world was made.— 
The love of God to man is “an everlasting love.’ 
God’s ** counsel will stand and he will do all his plea- 
sure.” On this ground, it is evident that the will ot 
inan can make no alteration. The unchangeableness 
of the Deity, is proof on this point. In addition to 
the object as fixed and certain, all the means neces- 
sary to effect this object are, likewise, fixed and de- 
termined. The mission of Christ and the operation 
of the holy spirit, were and are utterly independent 
of the will of man. Mau’s will, in all the above par- 
tieulars, is cireumseribed by the .determinat coun- 
cel and foreknowledge of God. 

if we look into the sacred scriptures we shall find, 
‘hat all the events respecting natious and individuals 
so far as any mention is made of them,) were fixed 
wid"determined by the Deity long before the events 
soak place. Qn ‘his idca alone, is founded the pro- 
priety of promises and prophecies ; these being built 
on the foreknowledge and determinate counsel of 
God, make the events a3 certain as the prophecy 
and promise are true. The going down of the ciil- 
dren of Israel into Egypt; their tarry in Egypt 430 
vears; their leaving Egypt and their settlement in 
Canaan, and innumerable circumstances attending 
all these events, were vromised long before the e- 
vents took place, and the events came to pass exact- 
'y at the time aud in the manner in whieh they 
were promised, So of the great monarchies which 
nave risen to their zenith and fallen again; the proph- 
ecies point them out clearly, and their rise and fal} 
wave proved the predictions to be true. 

Every circumstance respecting the coming of Christ 
the manner of his life, of his death, resurrection, &c. 
were al! prophesied and pointed out by prophecy in 
2 very clear manne: 


tations and from a multitude of others, which might 
be named, that all these events are under the su- 
perintendence of Providence and are comprehended 
in the great plan of the Almighty, which he is 
unalterably pursuing. Nothing ever has or can take 
place, which was not foreknown and fixed in the 
council ofeternity. It may be objected that although 
this be truc with respect to great events, yet that the 
same is not true respecting individuals. We an- 
swer, that notwithstanding there may not be somuch 
saidon this subject as on the foregoing ; yet that e- 
nough is said to make the point very evident. Did 
not Herod, Pontius Pilate and the people of the Jews 
dv that which his counsel before determined should 
be done? Was it not foretold that Judas should be. 
tray Christ, that Peter should deny him, and that all 
the disciples should forsake him? These events being 
foreknown must come to pass; being te subject of 
prophecy they must be fulfilled. It is, 1 think, con. 
sistent with the Scripture and is a rational conclu; 
sion, that as God is infinite in knowledge, that there. 
fore all things, present, past and to come, are naked 
and open to hisview; that all the volitions, words 
and actions of al] and every rational creature were 
forekuown, and consequently certain in their com. 
ing to pass. 

Foreknowledge of an event males that event ne- 
cessary and certain; the determination of Deity res, 
pecting the event, makes it no more certain than 
foreknowledge. Jt appears upon the whole, that no 
thought or action of men was ever hidden from the 
knowledge of God. «‘ All things are naked and o- 
pen to the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” 
‘ There is no darkness or shadow of death whcre the 
workers of iniquity may hide themselves.” «“ He 
knows what is in man.” 

It is now tine to answer the anxious inquiry res- 
pecting man’s free agency. If every event is made 
necessary and certain by the foreknowledge and de- 
termination of Deity, what freedom can there be in 
man ? It will be seen from the scriptures, and it is 
undeniable from our experience, that guilt is an at- 
tendant oncrimes: Scripture proves this, and uni- 
versal experience confirms the declarations of Scrip- 
ture. Although the apprehension and crucifixion of 
Christ were pertectly according tothe foreknowledge 
and determination of God; vet it was with wacked 
hands, that his murderers put bim to death. 

Him being delivered bythe determinate counse) 
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken and by 
wicked handshave crucified and slain. Acts. ii. 2 
It isevident from this passage, that every circum- 





It isevident from these quo- | 


stance respeeting the crucifixion of Christ was fore- 
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had a hand in that transaction, did it wickedly; by 
wicked hands they crucified and slew him. The 
case of Joseph and his brethren is the same. It was 
God who sent himinto Egypt; but his brethren felt 
guilty, and were troubled at his presence, knowing 
that they bad sold him. 

In all instances, with which we are acquainted, 
the thief, the murderer, the robber, and the unjust 
man feel their guilt, feel self-condemnation and have 
no excuse. Judas felt his guilt. ‘1 have sinned,” 
gaid he, ‘‘ in that{ have betrayed the innocent blood.” 
Joseph’s brethren felt guilty, for they were troubled 
at his presence, which could not arise from any other 
consideration, than from the sense of wrong, which 
they had done him. If we ask ourselves, we shall 
find, that there is in usa sense of wrong. We are 
convinced of sin when we have committed any hein- 
ous offence and we feel convinced of the law as trans- 
gressors. 

Two things, then, are undoubtedly true, viz. that 
God has always known every thought, word and ac- 
tion of all men, and never has been disappointed in 
their taking place as they have done ; yet notwith- 
standing. men are guilty and haye no excuse. The 
Scripturesand our experience teach this as we have 
seen. 

The question now will be propounded whether 
men are or are not free agents? If, by free agency, 
be meant a power or ability in man to disappoint the 
Almighty or frustrate the smallest of his purposes; 
then we are decided in our opinion, that man is not 
afree agent. God's counse/ will stand. Whatsoev- 
er he hath purposed, that doeth he in the armies of 
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth, and 
pone can stay his hand. 

If, by free agency, be meant an ability to forfeit 
the divine favor, in one circumstance, or to procure 
the divine favor in other circumstances ; then man 
is not a free agent. God’s love to man was never 
destroyed by man’s disobedience, nor procured by 
man’s virtue. 

Ii, by free agency, be meant a power or ability in 
man to procure any good from God, which he had 
not previously designed to bestow ; then man is not 
a freeagent ; because all the good to man which is 
necessary for him, was designed furhim by his Maker 
before the world began. 

If, by free agency, be meant a power or ability in 
man to choose and act contrary to his inclination, all 
thingsconsidered ; or to love that, which he now 
hates, or to hate that which he now loves, or to will 
against this will; then manis not a free agent. It 
is impossible to will against our will, or tohave two 
inclinations preponderating in us at the same time, 
which are diametrically opposite to each other. We 
may be in doubt for a time, what choice we ought to 
make ; but when we have weighed all circumstances 
and come to a choice or final conclusion; our will 
or choice can be but one- 

Whether this will or choice be right, so as to a- 
gree with what is right inthe nature of things; or 
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known and determined by God; ‘and yet all who; 





whether it be wrong and disagree therewith; still it 
was our will, and under all the circumstances which 
then existed, was the only choice which we could 
make, because we cannot have two opposite, prepon. 
derating wills at the same. After a person has thus 
willed, he may alter his choice, being convinced up- 
on further reflection that bis first choice or will was 
wrong. But for the time being, be can have but one 
will or choice. The next inquiry is, what is it that 
determines the will? Some have supposed that it 
has aself determining power, which must mean, if jt’ 
means any thing, that the will has a power over it 
self; and this, they say, is essential to the freedom 
of the will, and conseque...Jy, they likewise sav, is 
essential to the free agency of man. Now if manis 
never to be a free agent tillhis will basa command 
over itself, or has a self determining power; then J 
very much doubt, whether man can everbe consid- 
ered a free agent. The willis undoubtedly, in my 
mind governed by motives and considerations without 
itself; consequently, to make a choice, as external 
motives and considerations present themselves, is all 
the freedom of will which man possesses. What is 
all the freedom of will which man possesses? Ans. to 
make a choice, or in other words, to will that, which 
motives present as the best object. In spiritual ob- 
jects, to choose is to enjoy ; to choose or will the best 
good is to enjoy that good. On the other hand, to 
choose evilor that which is evil, is inseparable with 
the reward of evil, or the consequences of evil. Now 
as men (in relation to virtue and vice) practise ac- 
cording to tieir choice, and conform their practice 
in a degree (for there is no man perfect) to their love 
of moral good or evil; it follows, that they practise 
evil or sin because they know no other good; and 
when they practise virtue, it is because they are per- 
suaded of its superior excell nce. The will of man, 
then, cannot incline to two directly opposite objects 
at the same time. Before virtue can be loved, vice 
must be hated. We must renounce the old man 
with his deeds in order to put on the new man; “ we 
cannot serve God and Mammon.” If it be asked 
whether men can love virtue at any time, and like- 
wise vice at any time; or whether they have a con- 
trol over their wills to turn them towards the one or 
the other as such a supposed power would seem to 
indicate? We answer, that man has no such power 
over the will. He can love but one of these objects 
at a time, andhe has no will over his will to cause an 
alteration. Thus itis impossible fora man who loves 
sin to love any thing else while such love continues : 
op the other hand, if virtue be the object of our su- 
preme love, stn cannot he loved. To make this point 
indisputably evident: we will venture to assert, that 
God, with reverence be it spoken) cannot Jove sin. 
In him as the great pattern of freedom, and the giv- 
er of all that we possess ; there is no*power by which 
it is possible for him to love that, which his soul har 
teth. I hence conclude, that there is not, in the na- 
ture of things, either in the Creator or any of his ra- 
tional creatures any freedom of action, but that which 
flows from moral necessity. When we love sin it is 
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morally necessary that we should do so; when we 
love virtue the same necessity impels to it, and it 
is impossible while virtue is leved, to leve its oppo- 
“site, and vice versa. It may now be demanded 
whether man is or is not a free agent ? I answer that 
as no being has a power over his will, and as the will 
can choose no object except une, which is beloved; 
hence menare not free agents. The morality of the 
object loved, whether virtue or vice, denominates 
4 him who loves and chooses it, a moral agent. Thus 
if we would talk or write with propriety on this sub- 
ject. man would by us be considered not a free, but 
amoral agent. 
Some objections answered. 
Objection. Is not this idea of a moral agent, in- 
consistent with blame and praise-worthiness? can a 
mau who so loves sin, as to render it impossible for 


+ ike: a he 
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bim to love virtue, be blame worthy? I would ask 
_ him, who makes the objection, what answer he would 
give? Would he insinuate that because our attach- 
q ment to sin isso great that we cannot be persuaded 


to forsake it, that therefore we are blame worthy ? 
would he insinuate this? I would answer, that the 
Stronger our attachment is to sin, the greater would 
be our blame. It is the dictate of common sense, 
z and it is that, which the scriptures universally de- 
clare. I know that from the pulpit, nothing but 
Sree agency, free agency has been inculcated, as tho’ 
man was able by his freedom to act contrary to his 
inclinatien, and that all the blame which attached to 
him was that he did not doit. But wereado those 
who have eyes full of adultery, and that capnot 
cease from sin. 2 Pet. ii. 14. The Ethiopian may 
change his skin, and the leopard his spots, as easy 
as he who is‘accustomed todo evil may learn to do 
well. Joshua told the people, that they could not 
serve the Lord. All these men were moral agents ; 
but where was their free agency? Our Saviour said 
that no man could come to him, unless the father 
should draw him. These characters were ail con- 
sidered to be blame worthy. They were all mora] 
agents, but had not power to frustrate the purpose 
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if of God, nor a will to govern their will, which our op- 
4 ponents suppose necessary, to constitute free agen- 
3 Objection. There can be no propriety in com- 


mands and exhortations to virtue, if man cannot cease 
from sin nor love virtue. Solution. It is proper to 
command that which is good forindividuals and com. 
munity; but virtue is good in these respects ; there- 
fore it is proper to command it. The same is proper 
in dissuading from sin. But we do not come to the 
root of the difficulty yet. If man cannot cease from 
sin, what good can commands or exhortations do? 
This is the root of thedifficulty. Ans. If there were 
no law, there would be no transgression; consequent- 
ly, it is necessary that the law of equity should exist, 
4 that commands and exhortations should be given in 
order that its opposite may appear. What could be 
said of either virtue or vice, if there were no law ?— 
Again. Commands and exhortations to renounee sin 
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are consistent when we consider the nature of our 
inability io renounce the one and cmbrace the other. 

It is a moral, not a natural inability. Is it a suffi- 
cient reason why men should not be commanded and 
exhorted to renounce sin, because they love it, or to 
embrace virtue because they hate it? Our love to 
sin is the only reason why we cannot cease from it, 
and our hatred to virtue is the only reason why we 
cannot love it. Under these circumstances, commands 
and exhortations are suitable. These commands and 
exhortations are suitable, likewise, as they compre- 
hend the means toconvince the mind which is the 
best object, virtue or vice. He, who is commanded 
to forsake vice and love virtue, is commanded to 
look at and consider the deformity of the one and the 
beauty and advantage of the other; and asthe wil! 
inclines to that object, which possesses the greatest 
good; so commands, which tend to the conviction of 
that good, are consistent and proper. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

It is evident from all which has been said, that no 
man with all the liberty he possesses, would ever 
choose or love God and virtue, unless the divine spirit 
should convince him of siu and its deformity iv the 
one case, and of righteousness, with its attendant 
blessings, in the other case. ‘“ God who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” When the best 
objects are discovered, the will of creatures natural- 
ly embraces them. Ignorance of the best objects, 
then, is the bane of man and the only reason why his 
love is misplaced. 

What matter of satisfaction is it, that all will be 
taught of God: that God will not suffer bis rational 
creatures to remain ignorant of himself? 

The reconciliation of man is effected by divine 
teaching; for no sooner ‘s the divine character dis_ 
covered to the understanding, than the creature loves 
it-—Epitor. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


CLERICAL IMPUDENCE. 
NO. V. 

If it has been heretofore a matter of surprise 
that the “ orthodox clergy” should bestow the 
benefits of their personal counsel and reproof 
upon such only as seem least likely to stand in 
need of assistance, by reason of their never hav- 
ing uttered a doubt tending tounbelief ; itis stilt 
more difficult to account for that holy partiality 
which influences their piovs minds to bestow all 
the labors of their pens as uniformly upon such 
as are already most intimately connected with 
their own faith, and thereby the fartherest re- 
moved from that state of life and mind which 
the true and faithful followers of these spiritual 
fathers have ever been taught most religiously to 
abhor. Perhaps Theologicians, especially those 
who preach and hold the doctrine of unaltera- 
ble decrees, are not yet fully agreed that the e- 
lect disciple is not, while upon earth, in perpet- 
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ual danger ofa departure from the faith, and | by the same process of the mind, is made to 
consequently of the full measure of endless an- | consist, in part, in offering to the human under- 
guish which it is said a God of infinite mercy | standing a gystem ofbeliet, which, however sup- 
stands ready to bestow as anavenging reward ; | ported by the creed and the zeal of the devotee, 
but we are very naturally led to believe, altho’ | he shall refuse to defend by investigatiun, a- 





such danger may exist in some degree, that it 
is far less likely to fall to the lot of such reno- 
vated souls, than to be the portion of those who, 
from whatever cause, have been perpetual st:an- 
gers to the manifestations of that holy ardor 
which so pointedly characterizes these avowed 
disciples of the mild Redeemer. 

Until the mere philosophical mind can in 
some wavy Satisfactorily account for this appa- 
rent incongruity between the doctrine and the 
lives ofthe “ orthodox clergy,” npon this point, 
it seems very likely that much time will elapse 


before such minus will be able to give that un- | 
hesitating assent which seems desirable, to the | 


truth so often uttered by the “ clergy” them- 
selves, namely, that they are actuated only by a 
humane desire to increase the population of the 
regions of bliss, beyond the grave. That a reason 
does exist, no one is so bold as to doubt: and 
that it is a cogent one, whatever it may be, 
must, I think, be as readily conceded 3 since by 


its dark and mysterious influence, all that por-_ 
tion ofour population who are unequivoc ally de-- 
themselves to , 
have embraced a_ sentiment that will exclude ; 


clared by the “ orthodox clergy” 


them forever from heaven, are unaccountably 


passed by in silence, without so much as one 


monitory word for their edification. 

A knowledge of this practice has sometimes | 
led to imprudent enquiries upow the subject ;— 
and more than once hasthe remark been pub- | 
licly made, that the principles and precepts of , 
the gospel might be more extensively embraced 
if they were more generally taught, to those who | 


now are said torejectthem. Care, it is said, 
may be necessary to keep that soul which the 
creator has destined for bliss, in the right path 


to obtain it, but much and earnest exertion will | 


be required to bring to thesame state of bles- | 
sedness a soul destined bv the same power, nev- 
er to partake of enjoyment. On this it’ w ould | 
seem is founded the sophisticated theery of the | 
multitude, namely, that no opportunity should 
be neglected, by the “orthodox clergy,” to. 
preach and write in those places and for those | 


prints, which will enable the greatest possible , in whose Jips was found no guile. 


number of the heretical world to profit by the | 
instruction thus given. Those who vainly trust | 
to the delusive guidance of reason, by seizing | 
upon this point have even carried their daring . 
objections so far as, apparently regardless of | 


| gainst the sceptical doubts which, in tie be- 
nighted mind of an obdurate heretic may be sup- 
posed to spring forth Juxuriantly, and almust 
without culture. X. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
A WONDERFUL COMPLAINT. 
Among the wonderful things of this ‘wonder- 
ful world may be reckoned a compiaint, which, 
asl am informed, is almost daily made by 
certain religious people in this village. We 
frequently hear of complaints against individuals 
for various crimes, such as assault and battery, 

trespass, slander, &c. but never, beiore this e- 
ventful era, did Thear a complaint against any 
one for telling the trutin! Butsuch appears to 
be the fact. This strange complaint in’ sub- 
stance is as follows. “ The picus can neither 

| do nor say any thing for the good of immortal 

| souls, without having their words and actions 

/made public through the medium of thie Gospel 

Advocate !” This is indeed a wonderful cause 

for the complainings of the religious ! No one 

can truly say, that his conduct las been mis- 
represented ;—no one presumes to say that the 
truth has not been spoken as itis ; but alas, 
their very words and actions are described and 

,recerded in a paper, the colurins of which are 

ever open for those who feel aggrieved ! 

From the above complaint we infer, that some 
‘honest, but possibly over zealous individuals, 
have saad and done something which may be 

! found recorded in the Advocate ; and the com- 
plaint is considered a tacit acknowledgment of 

| the truth of certain statements which “have ap- 

| peared in its columns. For one, then, 1 would 
| 

| 





_recommend it, to every inquirer. after truth, to 
read again the statement of those facts 3 and I 
trust many will take this inadvertent, but pre- 

cious confession of the individuals concerned, 
as a light to direct tuem from the mazes of big- 
otry and enthusiasm to the fountain of all trath, 
the word of God. Therein they will find ades- 
_cription of conduct, similar to that described in 
the Advocate, which, was condemned by one 
See 2 Tim. 
iil. 6. 

But one word tothe individuals who make 
this sad complaint. Pray let us know what 
you have done which you would prefer to have 
kepta secret. It is believed that your exer- 


consequences, to assert that it is the duty of the | tions to save poor sinners from their Saviour. 


humble follower of the Lamb to diligently en- 
quire for and seek out all the objections urged 
against his belief, and the doctrine he inculcates, 
and attempt, at whatever hazard of defeat, to 
show their falsity or unsoundness, as the only 
means of procuring their rejection at the hands 
of those who are so dangerously depending up- 
on their supposed truth. “ Clerical Impudence,” 


have proceeded feom good motives. Certainly, 
if you have really believed, that your agency 
could effect the sinner ’ssalvation from the wrath 
of God, your conduct has been justifiable to a 
certain extent. But will it not be well hereaf- 
ter for all to ask themselves the question, how 
much more anxious are the orthodox for the sal- 





vation of the wicked than the Omnipotent Je- 
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bovah has been from eternity? May a word 
to the wise be sufficient. 
An Observer of the Times. 
Buffalo, Feb. 17, 1825. 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
CHRISTIAN CONSOLATION. 
“ But now he is comforted, and thou art tor- 
mented.”—Luke, xvi. 25. 

It is not the design of the present communi- 
cation t» lay betore the reader the proper appli- 
cation of the parable of the Rich Man and Laz- 
arus, as the writer has repeatedly done this ac- 
cordiogly as he understands its connexion and 
design. ‘The present object is to set forth the 
use which erior bas made of the worls which 
head this picce, as the ground of the christian’s 
consolation and encoui:agement, in such a man- 
ner, as to lead =the mand to question its propri- 
ty. 
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piness or misery of peopie of whom we have no 
know ledge can have but little effect on us. For 
instance 3 Ifwe were told, by our preachers, 
that the inhabitants of some of the most distant 
planets were much happier in their present 
state than the people of the earth, but that we 
are to be immeasurably blessed in our next 
state, and they as immeasurably tormented, we 
should doubt whether the preacher knew what 
he asserted ; and if he should say that it was 
necessary for us to believe this statement in or- 
der to fortifv our .ainds against the trials which 
await us, no one would be able to see its pro- 
priety or feel its force. So, allowing the doc- 
trine under consideration to be true, it would 
be of but trifling consequence to inform us, that 
some of the inhabitants of these parts of our 
earth which are unknown to us, will, in the 
next state, be tormented while we are to enjoy 
all manner of good. In order then to enjoy the 


As the parable of the Rich man and Lazarus | advantages of this important doctrine, without 
is used, by divines, generally, to set forth aud | which neither religion nor moraiity can be 
entorce tie terrors of iuture retribution, in a; maintained, it must be applied to ourselves and 
state of being beyond this mortal life, so these | our associates in life. But here the mind comes 
words of Abraham to his son are contemplated ‘toa pause 3 and the question arises ; shall we 


as a source of comfortto such as travel the dif- 


ficuit and wearisome path of religion in this 


world, and who see aroundihem the wicked in 
prosperity, sailing down the tide of time with- 
out tuose troubles with which the righteous are 
afflicted. 

It is most earnestly contended that if those 
whio live religiously and virtuously in this world 
are to fare no better in the next state than others, 
there is nothing which can incite to virtue on 
the one hand, nor dissuade from vice on the oth- 
er; and that itis the immense reward in the 
future world, which is promised to those who 
live religiously in this, that furms the proper 
object which leads to religion and virtue ; and 
that it is the indescribable sufferings which are 
threatened to be inflicted,in the future state, on 
such as refuse religion in this, which form the 


proper inducement to forego the enjoyments of 


sin in this life. Thus religion directs the eye 
of her votary toblooming fields and fragrant 
groves, to delights and enjoyments which defy 
imagination to paint, beyond the narrow flood 
of death, constantly whispering in his ear such 
sweet promises as encourage him to stem the 
mighty torrent which would otherwise bear him 
down and overcome his fortitude. For his far- 
ther comfort and encouragement, she removes 
the covering of that dismal pit, where, in the 
future world, those who enjoyed a life of injus- 
tice, hatred and transgression here, will endure 
a vengeance which will cause them to gnaw 
their tongues for pain. 

According to these statements, which are not 
carried at all beyond what is usual in sermons 
on this general subject, the professor of religion 
will do well to contemplate the comforts of the 
future world. | 

That this subject may be duly realized it will 
be necessary to bring it near home. The hap- 


} 





fix on our friends, as the subjects of future mise- 
ry ; or shall we take our foes? The answer 
is, we must take the wicked whether they are 
eur favorites or not. 

Then the case may stand thus ; in thousands 
of instances parents must contemplate the future 
misery which their children are to endure here- 
after, that they may now be encouraged in their 
christian race ; in other thousands of instances 
children must realize the future torments which 
their parents will endure, that they may be sup- 
ported under the otherwise insupportable bur- 
dens of religion and well doing. In still more 
instances brothers and sisters must set before 
their eyes the sons and daucliters of their beles- 
ed parents, and realize the certainty and intense- 
ness of their future misery as a source from 
which to draw encouragement to bear up under 
the afflictions attending their christian voca- 
tion. In instances innumerable husbands must 
contemplate the future misery of their wives, and 
wives the future torments of their husbands,that 
they may endure the trials which a life of holi- 
ness brings upon them. : 

Reader, can you tell what makes this doctrine 
sound so discordant and appear so disgusting ° 
It is because it is the very reality of evil. Do 
you ask what makes # seem so much worse 
now, than when those whe preach it communi- 
cate it from the desk ? It is because they try to 
recommend it by keeping its deformity out oi 
sight, and by means of glosses in which they 
dress it. , 

But we have not advanced so far yet as to see 
this doctrine in its worst shape nor to behold its 
darkest shades. ‘To come as near as possible, 
to this, in this life, we must suppose that all the 
afflictions and trials of the godly are at an end, 
and that all the pleasures and enjoyments of 
sin have passed away, and both the righteous 
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and the wicked are in their respective condi- 
tions in eternity. And now the trials of the 
saints being at an end, and they being at per- 
fect restin the bosom of divine favor, we will 
ask those parents, who were encouraged while 
here, to persevere in the ways of religion by ex- 
pecting to see their children in torment in the 
invisible world, what advantage they now de- 
rive from beholding their offspring in misery ? 
Reader, I will not put the question to all the 
different classes before mentioned, you have al- 
ready anticipated it insuch ause. But what 
answer may we suppose would be given to this 
question ? Would the glorified and happy re- 
ply, Now we are comforted, and they are tor- 
mented ; and although all the,twelve manner of 
fruits which we pluck from the tree of life are 
most delicious, none are more highly zested than 
this, viz. to know that our children, compan- 
ions, parents, brothers and sisters, who in time 
enjoyed a life of sin, are now in torment, while 
we, who encountered :he afflictions of a religious 
life and toiled through the tiresome ways of wis- 
dom are now comforted ? 

Let us ask those righteous people, who say 
they would live in sin here, if they believed that 
all will be holy and happy hereafter, in what 
does religion and rightecusness consist ? The 
answer is, they consist in love to God and in 
loveto man. The moment this answer is re- 


ceived the whole fabric of the foregoing doc- 
trine, together with its foundation is utterly de- 


molished ; there is not one stone left upon an- 
other, that is not thrown down. Who ever lov- 
ed God or his neighbor from the fear of torment? 
or who ever loved God and his neighbor for the 
reward of his neighbor’s future misery ? An 
apostle says ; “‘ He that loveth not his brother 
whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom 
he hath not seen ?” But if we place our reli- 
gion on the expectation of seeing our brethren 
in torment hereafter, it is certain that we love 
neither our Maker nor our fellow creatures. 

As our preachers are constantly calling our 
attention to the consideration of the last judg- 
ment, iet us call their attention to the same e- 
vent, and let us ask them what they will do, 
when the Judge shall ask them concerning the 
sincerity of their profession; when the follow- 
ing questions will be asked, and the following 
answers be given: Professor, as thou didst pro- 
fess to love me, I ask thee why thou didst love 
me? Answer ; I loved thee with all my heart 
because I was afraid uf thy hot displeasure if I 
did not! Professor, thou didst profess to love 
thy fellow men, I ask thee wherefore didst thou 
jove them ? Answer; I loved them most heart- 
ily that I might enjoy, in the invisible world, 
the pleasuie of seeing themtormented, while I 
should thereby be comforted! Professor, I 
commanded thee to love thy parents, thy com- 
panion, thy children, thy brothers, thy sisters, 
thy neighbors and even thine enemies, and thou 
didst profess to love them all; I ask thee where- 
fore didst thou love them? Answer; I did 








most truly love them all for the following rea- 
sons; List. I was confident that ifI did not love 
them thou wouldst cut me off and make me for- 
ever miserable. 2d. I was confident that for the 
great trouble and affliction which I endured in 
loving them, thou wouldst make a vast differ- 
ence in our conditions in this great day, and 
grant me comfort and them torment ! Professor, 
in thy life time thou didst frequent the house of 
worship, attend conferences, talk a great deal 
about religion, pray in thy closet so loudly as 
to be heard inthe street, and thou didst disfigure 
thy face and appear very solemn : and further- 
more thou didst warn others to flee from my 
wrath even with tears in thine eyes; Now pro- 
fessor, I ask thee why thou didst all these things? 
Answer ; I did them all, and endured much 
tribu‘ation and sore affliction in so doing, that I 
might be comforted at this great day by seeing 
thy wrath fall on others, and thy smiles on me! 

Whoever will duly and cautionsly examine 
the doctrine which results in such manifest ab- 
surdity, will, without doubt, realize its perverse- 
ness, and endeavor to obtain a knowledge and 
possession of that pure and holy doctrine, in 
which love is without dissimulation, and virtue 
its own reward. 

By contemplating this general subject, in re- 
lation to the dishonor which is done to the name 
and religion of Jesus, by connecting them with 
a sentiment so degrading, I am induced to call 
on the clergy to wash outso foul a stain, by 
renouncing, at once, a doctrine so utterly op- 
posed to every mora! principle. H. B. 


GOOD NEWS! 

The Presbyterians are getting their eyes open; 
sume of them begin to see “ men as trees walk- 
ing.” —N. Y. Telescope. 

FROM THE UTICA CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 

A SERIOUS EVIL. 

Messrs. Editurs —There is an evil in the 
Presbyterian Church, which, if not speedily 
checked, threatens well nigh to overthrow some 
of our very precious religious institutions, and 
to inflict a wound upon the cause of religion it- 
self, which nothing but the almighty power of 
the Great Physician will be able to heal. 

The evil of which I speak, is a disposition, in 
a great many, if not the most of our licentiates 
and unsetiled ministers, to look and fee) above 
noticing such destitute and poor congregations, 
as the apostles and primitive ministers of Jesus 
Christ would have rejoiced to buildup. With 
a very few honorable exceptions, the youag man, 
when he has gone through a course of prepara- 
tory studies, and has obtained a license to preach 
the gospel, seems to consider himself prepared 
for, and entitled to what is termed a good living. 
He visits his friends, and holds himself in read- 
iness, tvhen he hears of Doctor -———’s death, 
or of Mr. having been dismissed, to offer 
himself a candidate for the place. He cannot 
preach at N , nor at S , nor M . 
because society is in a broken state, and the 
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people are poor. He does not like even to be 
a missionary, because he has either married a 
wife, or is engaged to one, and wishes to settle, 
and cannot submit to the hardships of riding in 
the woods. 

I live, Mr. Editor, on a very public road, and 
have been mortified to find two or three candi- 
dates, in a single day, gving, without an invita- 
tation, to see if they could get settled in the vil- 
lage of » which has 1. cently become vacant. 

Now, Sirs, the effects of tins kind of conductare, 

1. That the public become prejudiced against 

our Theological Seminaries and Education So- 





Clergy mean, when they ordain a minister, by 
endeavoring to urge on his mind the belief that 
souls are committed to his charge, and that he 
will be called hereafter te give an account con- 
cerning them? They preach on those occa- 
sions just as if they believe that the endless hap- 
piness or misery of the people depends on the 
faithfulness or unfaithfulness of their ministers, 
and that those ministers are to be judged in an- 
other world according to their faithfulness or un- 
faithfulness, and recompensed forever according 


| to an impartial result of such an adjudication. 


Moreover, in the charges which are delivered 


cieties. They conclude that we have already a | on those occasions of induction, the above senti- 


great many more ministers than can find em- 
ploy. 

2. The character of the gospel minister is de- 
graded by such conduct. 

What must ve the impression made upon the 
minds of unbelievers when they see from six to 
ten cai.didates hovering round every such con- 
gregation whose pulpit has become vacant.— 
Can they do otherwise than conclu‘ie that min- 
asters are indeed a set of hirelings who spend 
their time in hunting for the best livings. 

3 Our poor congregations, instead of being 
built up, are left destitute of the stated ordinan- 
ces of the gospel. 

Our Lord, as an evidence of his being the 
Christ, told the disciples of John, that the poor 
had the gospel preached tu them. But at pres- 
ent, the poor are neglected ; those congregations 
which are in a broken state are passed by, and 
our large and flourishing congregations, when 
they become vacant, are burdened with candi- 
dates, who are anxious to enter upon another 
man’s labor, made ready to their hand. It is 
quite painful enough to see our ungodly political 


jugglers scrambling for offices; but to see the | 


candidate for the gospel ministry, or the man 
who has already attained to that sacred office, 
nominating himself as a candidate for a good 
living, is cause of deep mourning to the church 
of God. 

I can well remember the time when the A- 
merican people had so fine a sense of honor, 
that a candidate for a civil office could not blast 
his prospects quicker than by appearing to put 
himself forward. Have we, then, so far degen- 
erated, that a follower of the meek and lowly 
Saviour can now descend to what, a few years 
ago, would have destroyed the reputation of a 
man of the world? Yes, Messrs. Editors, it is 
even so; the things which I have seen and 
heard, declare I unto you. 

I am unwilling to speak of the failings of my 
brethren in this public manner, but there is no 
other way in which the evil can be reached.— 
{ have therefore, I hope with some sense of my 
responsibility, resorted to this measure, hoping 
that a word to the wise may be sufficient. 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINB. 
Concerninz “Rendering an Account at the 
Great Day,” of which much is said. 

T feei a strong wish to inquire what our Rev. 


ment is usually, if not invariably urged on the 
candidate. 

Perhaps it will be said that this is all as it 
should be; and that such solemn sanctions 
ought by no means to be omitted. If this be the 
case it certainly becomes us to realize it; and 
in order to do so we must understand what is 
meant by this rendering an account. In order 
to understand this subject, we must have it 
clearly stated and brought within the compass 
of clear perception. This subject seems to em- 
brace such elementary facts as the followings 
ist. The future and everlasting condition of ra- 
tional souls depends on the exertions of minis- 
ters in this life. 2d. If by the worthy conduct 
and faithfulness of a minister precious souls are 
fitted for acceptance with God, the minister can 
give a favorable account and be accepted him- 
self. 3d. That if by the inattention of the min- 
ister precious souls go out of the world unpre- 
pared, they are rejected froin the divine favor, 
at the great day, and this unfaithful minister 
must be rejected too, and sent away into perdi- 
tion with the souls which are lost forever through 
his inattention. I think if our clergy know 
what they mean, or in other words, if they mean 
any thing, they must mean what is above stat- 
ed. But if they do in reality believe in such 
puerile notions, it is enough to prove that they 
ought to be maintained at the public’s expense, 
for their understandings must be incompetent to 
provide for themselves. Such doctrine either 
supposes that the Father of our spirits has suff- 
ered these drones of ministers to have the man- 
agement of our soul’s everlasting concerns for 
the very purpose of our destruction, or that He 
was ignorant, and did not know how unfaithful 
they would finally be. 


But there is a 4th case, which this doctrine 
embraces, asone of its elementary facts, which, 
it appears to me, is a very difficuit one. A min- 
ister may be faithful and successful in part of his 
ministry, and by his faithfulness may save many 
precious souls ; but, being imperfect, he may 
become inattentive to his duty, and through his 
fault many precious souls may be lost. The 
question which now arises is, can he be accept- 
ed in the day of judgment for having saved 
some, and be rejected for having lost others P— 
Ministers talk, on those occasions of which I 





am speaking, as if they really believe that ever*. 
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precious ; soul, which is duly prepared for heaven | 
by the labors of a minister in this world, will be 


given to him at the great day as a star in his | 


crown. But if this be the fact, what shall we 
say regarding those precious souls which the 
minister shal! lose through his defection in re- 
lation to his duty ? Shall they be setin = this 
crown which ininisters talk so much of ? 

If my queries and remarks on this subject are 


erroneous I can assure the reader that they ate | 


according to my honest and candid judgment ; 

and furthermore I car assure the reader that 1 
have no hopes that the clergy, to whom I refer, 
will attempt to correct me ; for I entertain ao 
mean opinion of their natural sense or powers 
of discernment ; and IJ believe, without a doubt, 


| 
| 


that as long as they can m: ke the people be-| 
lieve that their soul’s eternal welfare is in their! 


hands, there will prove to be no incompeiency 

in their understandings to provide for them- 

selves. H. B. 
FEMALE SOCIETY. 

Nothing is better adapted to give the polish 
to the education of a young man than the con- 
versation of virtuous and accomplished women. 
Their society serves to smooth the rough edges 
of our character, and to mellow our tempers.— 
In short, the man who has never been acquain- 


ted with females of the better class is not only! 


deprived of many of the purest pleasures, but 
must also have little success in social life; and 


I should not like to be connected by the bond of 


friendship with the man who has a bad opinion 
and speaks ill of the female sex in generat. 


There are those who make friendships on 
purpose to betray; who confer obligations that 
they may exact obedience. 


POETRY. 


I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 
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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
AN ORTHODOX SERMON. 


Text—* The sight of hell torments will exalt the 
happiness of the saints furever. When they see oth- 
ers, wiio were of the same nature, and born under 
the same circumstances, plunged in: uch misery, 
and they so distinguished, O, it will make them sea- 
sible how happy they are."—Dr. Edwards. 


** While the decree of reprobation is as ex- 
ecuting on the vessels of wrath, the smoke of their 
torments will be eternally ascending in view of the 
vessels of mercy, who, instead of taking the part of 
those miserable objects, will say, Amen, alleluia, 
praise ye the Lord."—Dr. Eimmons. 


Dost wish to know the bliss of heaven * 
Then listen tomy story ; 

For unto me the Lord las given, 
Much knowledge of his glory. 


Tome, each plan has he revea'ed, 
Pertaining to us mortals; 

From my sharp ken is nought concealed. 
’Twixt us and heaven’s portals. 


> 











Nor is my view confined to this— 
My eyes to heaven directed. 

Can see what constitutes the 
Of souls that are elected. 


bhiss 


Then listen to my godly strain, 
While I to heaven translate vou. 

And, with most pious care ex; Jain 
The joys which there await you. 

As time would fail all joys 0° th’ bless’d, 
fo reckon up in order. 

Pil name but few—you’ll find the rest.” 
In Willis’? «* Recorder.” 

When once you reach that blessed place, 
For God’s elect reserved ; 

You will adore the wond’rous grace, 
Which you, from hell, preserved. 


You then will render thanks to God, 
That be so much has blessed you, 

That von mit run sin’s p/easant road— 
Then go to heaven, and rest you:— 


While others, (sinful less by much, 
Then you) this road pursuing 

Will ne’er partake of glory such 
As this—but go to ruin. 


Wher you look down, and see their smoke 
Of torment up ascending ; 

And hear their piteous sighs, and groans. 
And shrieks, hell’s concave rending :— 


O then you'll tune the loudest songs ; 
With shouts resound the air shall; 

—Much glory to the Lord belongs, 
For that he is ?mpartaal. 


What thougb your friends.and kindred lic 
Enduring keenest anguish, 

Lifting in vain beseeching eve! 
(Forever they must laoguish:) 


What though the children of your love, 
The wile of your affection, 

Lie weltering in the flames! they prove 
God's * suvereign election.” — 


They prove that He has power to save 
From hell—or dvom to ruin ; 

—Therefore Le surely ought to have 
The glory thus accruing. 


And youexalted high above 
All * natural affection”"— 

So much like God—so full of love— 
So very near perfection, 


Will lock on alJ their misery, 
Without one painful feeling : 

And shout in perfect ecstacy— 
Praise God's impartial dealiix. 

That this is heaven’s bliss, you'll know 
When God, from sin, shall eure ve; 

And look} ng on the damned. below, 
Cry. clorv, Hallelu } 
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